[image: image1.png]’+ SALEM \{E%SIQB
SMALL GROUPS J)






Reference: Exodus 20:15 


Study Guide  


August 21, 2016
ICE BREAKER

Have you ever had something taken from you, or have you ever taken something from someone?  How did it feel for that to happen and how did that situation get resolved?
QUESTIONS

1.  Stealing involves taking what belongs to someone else and keeping what belongs to another person.  When did stealing begin?

2.  Why is trust so important for a society to function well?

3.  What are some examples of stealing?

4.  The Scriptures speak to employers and employees about honesty in the workplace.  Read the following verses about how the Lord views the role of employers and employees.

a.  Employers - James 5:4-5:

b. Employees – Titus 2:9-10:

5.  We can steal in many ways, but once a person becomes a follower of Christ he or she has a changed heart and their behavior changes as well.  What does Paul, the apostle say to us about stealing?  Read Ephesians 4:28.

6.  James Merritt has written that, “The opposite of stealing is not simply – not stealing.  The opposite of stealing is giving.”  Discuss what that means and how that is shown in the life the believer.

7.  We come into this world with nothing and we will leave this world with nothing.  God has given all that we have to us directly or through others He has put into our lives.  Read Malachi 3:8-10.  How are many people are robbing God and what does the Lord promise to those who obey Him?

8.  Even more than our money God is concerned about our eternity.  Read Colossians 2:13-15 and 2 Corinthians 5:21.  How has Jesus cancelled our eternal debt and what has he given us through this act?

9.  How do we receive this gift from God?  Read Romans 10:9-10.  
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