Easter at St. George (2016)
Come. Have. Life.

1 Corinthians 15:12-22

Intro: We have gathered here to celebrate the greatest and most important event in the history of the world: the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. In fact, every date on the calendar gives testimony to the power of Jesus Christ.  When you say it is 2016, you are saying “2016 what?” 2016 years since the time of Jesus. Even Atheists refer to Jesus every time they write a date!

First of All: The resurrection verified Jesus’ identity by proving that He was who He claimed to be.  Throughout history, lots of people have claimed to be God, but Jesus proved it by doing the following two things:

· He Predicted his own Death and Resurrection
“Now while they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men, & they will kill Him, & the 3rd day He will be raised up.’  And they were exceedingly sorrowful.” Matt 17:22-23

· He Pulled it Off
“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received; that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.  After that He was seen by over 500 brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.  After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.  Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.”  1 Cor 15:3-8

Secondly: The resurrection proved that there is life after death. Death is not the end of the story. Death was not the end of Jesus’ story and death does not have to be the end of your story!

“Every single shred of evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is also evidence for my eventual resurrection.”  Lee Strobel (The Case for Christ)

“You see, without the resurrection there is no hope. Indeed, without resurrection, there is no Christianity.”  Hank Hanegraaff

Ill: Somewhere in Mongolia lies the body of Genghis Khan (13th Century conqueror of 2/3rds of the known world). Buried with him may be a priceless treasure; the spoils he amassed in conquest across Asia & Europe. But no one knows where Genghis Kahn was laid to rest and that is just how he wanted it. When he died in 1227AD, legend has it that 2,000 servants accompanied his body to its final resting place and, to ensure their silence; the soldiers killed all of them.  Upon returning to the capital, the soldiers were killed as well. In fact, their severed ears were sent to Genghis Khan’s clan, gruesome proof that the secret location of Khan’s treasure was safe. What makes this story interesting is this: though we know the body of Genghis Khan is somewhere, we don’t know where the tomb is.  But, with Jesus Christ, we know where the tomb is, but there is no body in it!
You might be wondering, what’s the big deal about the empty tomb?  Do I have to believe in the resurrection to be a Christian or appreciate the teachings of Jesus?  I want to answer with a message entitled: 
Read Text/Prop: Resurrection Sunday makes it possible to Come Have Life.
I. Without Resurrection Sun, Good Fri is not Very Good
Friday is a Day of Pain: We have all experienced pain in our lives and many are dealing with intense pain right now as I speak.  However, on Friday Jesus experienced a level of pain that was unique and distinct. Three Types:
· Physical Pain: Beaten, whipped, wounded, spat upon, slapped, beard plucked out, crown of thorns, scourging (cat of 9 tails), no sleep, no food, no water and nails in hands/feet. Crucifixion was, and still is, the worst form of execution (cruel & unusual).

· Emotional Pain: Also known as psychological pain. He was stripped naked, nailed to a cross so people could watch Him die. This was a death of humiliation, degradation and shame. In addition to this, His friends betrayed Him, abandoned Him and rejected Him.

· Spiritual Pain: Because He was dying for the sins of the world; he took the guilt of every sin & crime on him at that point. How would you like to carry the guilt of every child molester, murderer, adulterous and terrorist? Jesus was treated as though He had committed every sin, of every person, in the entire world. Because of this, He went through the hell of separation from God and that is why He cried out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?”
“One thing you can be certain about is this: Jesus understands pain. And He understands every pain you go through & He sympathizes with it.” R. Warren
“For since He Himself was tested and has suffered, He is able to help those who are tested.”  Hebrews 2:18

If you are living a continuous Friday (day of pain): How do we handle our Fridays?  If you are going through a painful season (Physical, Emotional or Spiritual), be encouraged by the fact that Jesus can relate to your pain! 

Without Resurrection Sunday, Good Friday is Not Very Good.  If not for the resurrection of Jesus on Sunday, then Good Friday would just be about another historical figure dying for His people. Without Resurrection Sunday, you have no hope in your day of pain.  But, it gets worse…
II. Without Resurrection Sun, Saturday is Very Confusing
Disciples: Imagine how they felt, watching the body of the man, around whom they had built their lives, taken off the cross and sealed in a tomb by the Roman government.  Why didn’t He stop the crucifixion & come down?

“Imagine the confusion. There is profound grief. The Messiah who is supposed to overthrow the Roman Empire and liberate Israel…now the Romans have killed him and He’s dead in the grave. What happened? Profound grief. Great loss. Disillusionment. Doubt.”  Pastor Rick Warren

Imagine: Think of all the emotions these disciples felt on Saturday: Regret, a whole bunch of what-if-ing. What if we had stopped Judas from leaving the last supper? Maybe we could have prevented…What if…?  Self-recrimination: We all walked away from Him in His darkest moment. We wimped out. We left Him, abandoned Him and deserted Him. Peter denied Him, and everybody is embarrassed by their behavior.  Fear: They killed Jesus, are the Romans coming after us now? We’re His closest friends, they killed Him, will they kill us now? Confusion: What now? Where do we go from here?
What Does Your Saturday Look Like?  We’ve all been there, many times.  What happened? You accepted a new job or start a new business with so much hope. Maybe you even felt that God gave you the job or led you to start the business. Then it doesn’t work out and you get fired, or the business goes belly-up leaving you bankrupt. You ask, “Well, now what am I supposed to do?” You go into marriage with the greatest of hopes and think, this is going to be heaven on earth! And then the marriage fails and you’re left to wonder, “What’s my identity now?” There are a 1000 ways you go thru the Saturdays of life; the days of doubt, confusion, loss and grief!

Note: This is one of the proofs of the resurrection. How did these despondent, depressed, fearful, confused and hopeless fishermen turn the world up side down with the Gospel? They saw Jesus & everything changed!
???: Have you ever deserted God out of pain? Maybe you were praying for something to happen and it didn’t happen so you walked away from church? Or, maybe you thought it should happen & it ended up being a huge disappointment & you lost your faith & you walked/ran away from God?
Ill: Five days after Easter Sunday, 2014, a spiritual giant in my life went through the kind of pain that most will never suffer. Pastor Rick Warren’s adult son Matthew, who had struggled with mental illness his entire life, killed himself in his home. I prayed for Pastor Rick and his wife, Kay, as I know many of you did in the aftermath of this tragedy. For 6 months, neither he nor his wife spoke with the media until they decided to go on CNN to talk about the whole experience. Piers Morgan asked Rick the question that most lost people were asking, “Rick, in your deepest depth of despair and depression and grief and loss after Matthew’s suicide did you ever doubt God’s existence?” Pastor Rick looked back at Piers and confidently replied, “No. I never doubted God’s existence. I know God exists and I know He loves me. But I did doubt His wisdom. And I did doubt His timing and His plan.” I can relate.
My Kids: They will never doubt that they have a father. They know me & will probably never doubt that I am their father. And it is one of my goals in life to make sure they never doubt that their father loves them! But, there will be many times they doubt my wisdom. Gracie (I-Phone), Eli (Video Games), Charlie (Stairs).  They doubt my wisdom, but never my existence or love!

Saturday Promise: “When you go through deep waters, I will be with you.  When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown.  When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you.  For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.”  Isaiah 43:2-3 (NLT)

Transition (Call up the Band & Testifiers): You need a Savior, someone who will get you through Friday’s Pain & Saturday’s Confusion to get you to Sunday’s Victory.  You need a Savior because; you can’t resurrect yourself.

III. On Resurrection Sun, Joy & Victory become Reality
Sunday: On Sunday, the tomb was empty. On Sunday, the grave clothes were unnecessary; on Sunday Jesus rose in victory. On Sunday, the pain of Friday was gone. On Sunday, the confusion of Saturday was forgotten.  On Sunday, Joy & Victory took over. On Sunday, Jesus proved…

“I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.”  John 11:25
Note: We started this message with a question: What’s the big deal about Resurrection Sunday? Why is the resurrection so important? What did the resurrection accomplish? What if Easter Sunday Never Came?
· The Pain of Friday Never Ends: If you’re living a perpetual Friday, I have very good news for you: Deliverance is near, Sunday’s coming!

· The Confusion of Saturday only Gets Worse: If you are living a constant Saturday, I have very good news for you.  Sunday’s coming.

Conclusion: I’ve asked for some help to illustrate my point today. I told you that the resurrection of Jesus validated His identity, but that is not the only thing the resurrection accomplished. There is a group of people who wish to tell you what else the resurrection of Jesus made possible. See their stories…

Cardboard Testimonies & “Healer”
These are the trophies won on a victorious Sunday 2,000 years ago!

Invitation: If Jesus is still dead, this isn’t possible. A dead Savior can’t save, change, rescue, heal, forgive or empower anyone! However, our resurrected Savior is able to heal the pain of your Friday and resolve the confusion of your Saturday by the Victory He won on that Sunday.

So, after seeing these people flip their cards, it’s time to let Jesus FLIP YOUR CARD! It’s time to let the crucified, risen Savior resurrect your life. Don’t keep living in the pain of Friday or the confusion of Saturday, it’s time to experience the power of Sunday made possible by the resurrection!

How??? Walk them through the plan of Salvation, including the cards, and have the ushers take their places. 

Offering – Text “SALEMNYC” to 77977 to give digitally!

Song: Because He Lives
Song: Death Was Arrested
Thank You for Coming, Response Team (“Ask Me”) is in the Foyer…
